Thank you for the opportunity to be with you today to explore ways in which nursing research can be further advanced through networking. It is my privilege and honor to be here. I salute you and the Japan Academy of Nursing Sciences for your long-range vision and current activities in developing a strong research base in nursing science. Nursing research and nursing science is in its adolescence. Not until the 20th century did scientific inquiry in nursing assume a formal existence. It was not until the middle of the 20th century that nurses as a professional collective substantially commit themselves to scholarship and the advancement of the scientific base for nursing practice (McCorkle and Lewis, 1980 
